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Edmonton, Sept. 1, 1956. 


To His Honour, 
Jen a BOWLEN, 


Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of Alberta. 


Sikes 
The undersigned has the honour to submit herewith the Report 
of the Department of Public Works for the year ended March 31st, 
1956. 
Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES HARTLEY, 
Minister of Public Works. 





DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Edmonton, Alberta, 
Sepiaeus Do: 


‘TO: 


The Honourable James Hartley, 
Minister, 
Department of Public Works: 


Sir: 
| have the honour to submit herewith a report covering the 


activities of the Department of Public Works, for the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1956. 


An extensive program of construction and maintenance was 
undertaken this past year, the details of which are contained in 
the attached report. Photographs have been included in the report 
to better illustrate the various phases of construction, and the 
types of buildings erected. 


The Mechanical Branch, which is responsible for the operation 
and maintenance of the Power Plants and utility services at the 
larger Provincial Institutions, reports an increase in work over the 
previous year because of the continued growth of the Institutions. 


In addition to the projects shown in the attached report, the 
Architectural Branch provided detailed planning and design on a 
large volume of work for the Alberta Government Telephones, and 
for various Municipal Hospitals. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ARTHUR ARNOLD, 
Deputy Minister of Public Works. 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Details of maintenance and construction carried 
out in the fiscal year ended March 3lst, 1956. 


The Department of Public Works is responsible for the 
servicing and the maintenance of all Provincial Government owned 
buildings with the exception of various self-contained institutions, 
such as the University of Alberta, the Provincial Mental Hospital, 
Ponoka, and the Schools of Agriculture. The Department is also 
responsible for the plans, designs and the supervision of the con- 
struction of all Provincial Government buildings. 


In addition to the work of constructing new buildings, the 
Department is required to maintain and service the buildings 
already built. The maintenance and servicing of these buildings 
needs the services of a large group of men of assorted technical 
skills. Carpenters, plumbers, electricians and other tradesmen 
keep these buildings in good repair. Gardeners maintain the sur- 
rounding grounds which are quite extensive at some points, notably, 
the Provincial Mental Institute, Oliver, and the Institute of 
Technology and Art, Calgary. Caretakers keep buildings clean, 
men operate the elevators and watchmen guard the buildings at 
night. 


During this past year a number of buildings of contemporary 
design have been or are being constructed under the direction of 
this Department at the following points. 


~l 
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BELMONT REHABILITATION CENTRE 


Construction of the Main Dormitory Building and the Services 
Building is nearing completion at the Belmont Rehabilitation 
Centre. Occupancy is planned for the summer of 1956. Contracts 
have been awarded for the construction of a sewage system and 
complete sewage treatment facilities. A water system for all new 
construction augmenting existing lines is being installed on the 
site. A concrete block implement shed is under construction. Six 
staff houses have been completed and have been occupied since 
June 1955. Rough grading and preliminary work has been started 
on roads serving the staff housing area and the general farm area. 





Belmont Rehabilitation Centre 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 





Belmont Rehabilitation Centre — Dormitory 


Seuss eataced 
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BOWDEN: 


This fiscal year saw the complete renovation of the hanger, 
thus providing an auditorium-gymnasium, a sheet metal shop, a 
woodworking shop and other training facilities. Two staff houses 
were also built in the housing area adjacent to the main institution. 
New dormitory quarters complete with classroom facilities were 
constructed for the younger boys. 


An additional tract of good farm land comprising over three 
hundred acres was purchased to provide adequate facilities for 
training in agricultural subjects. 





The Juvenile quarters at Bowden 
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The Piggery at Bowden Institution. 








The Loafing Barn and Root Cellar at Bowden Institution. 
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BROOKS: 


The Horticultural Station in Brooks was enlarged during the 
1955-56 fiscal year by the construction of a four stall garage for 
the storage of equipment. 





Brooks Horticultural Station. 
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CALGARY: 


On a site adjacent to the Court House area a modern office 
building is nearing completion for the Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Conservation Board. Occupancy is expected in the summer of 
1956. It is a steel and reinforced concrete structure with brick and 
marble facing. The extensive window area and the air-conditioning 
equipment will provide excellent working conditions. The basic 
design has made provision for the addition of three floors, if in the 
future such are necessary. 





oa 





Petroleum and Natural Gas Conservation Board Building, Calgary. 
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The Science Addition of the Provincial Institute of Technology 
and Art was completed this year. This building, one of the most 
modern of its type, was designed to fit within the existing structure 
utilizing three walls of a court in order that only one exterior wall 
would be necessary. It houses the Chemistry Department, Physics 
Department and the Testing Laboratories. 


Facing the Banff Highway, on the north portion of the site of 
the Institute of Technology and Art, the new Cerebral Palsy Clinic 
is being erected. This building, finished in rough cedar, will serve 
the Southern Area of the Province. 





Institute of Technology and Art, Calgary. 
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Institute of Technology and Art, Calgary — Laboratory, Science Addition. 





Cerebral Palsy Clinic, Calgary — Construction in progress. 
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The major project in the Calgary area by this Department was 
the commencement of the construction of the Alberta Jubilee 
Auditorium for the Southern part of the Province. This Auditorium 
is located on the South West corner of the site of the Institute of 
Technology and Art on the North Hill overlooking the City of 
Calgary. Work progressed satisfactorily and the steel erection was 
carried out eee Winter months, thus allowing work to proceed. 


at a Ee 
Be) EE 


At the new “Gaol sitemat SpyeHill West of Calgary, a pro- 
gramme of surveying was undertaken Preparing for stexerection of 
a new Gaol. Temporary buildings have been “erected to provide 
accommodation for a skeleton staff and a stall group of prisoners 
who are being employed preparing the grounds for any major 
construction. 


In the Manchester Shops Area a warehouse was built to 
provide storage for the equipment and the stores of the Department 
of Highways and the Department of Public Works. Space in this 
warehouse is being used as a shop for training Welders under the 
Canadian Vocational Training programme. 
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Laundry at Rosehaven, Camrose. 
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CAMROSE 


A new Laundry Building, providing 9,000 sguare feet of floor 
space was added to the Rosehaven Auxiliary Hospital. The new 
laundry is one of the most modern in Western Canada, being 
equipped with automatic unloading washers, mono-rail extractors 
and an eight roll flat work ironer. It replaced an old outmoded 
laundry which was housed in a temporary war time frame building. 


A new Infirmary Ward, to meet the demand for an increase in 
the capacity of this Institution and similar in appearance and 


construction to the existing dormitories, is being constructed at this 
point. 





Rosehaven Home, Camrose. 
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EDMONTON: 


A building with a floor area of 13,500 square feet was 
completed this year as an addition to the original Edmonton Court 
House. This structure was erected on the site of the old Land 
Titles Building which was demolished. It is contiguous with the 
Court House providing accommodation for the General Offices, the 
Judge’s Chambers and the additional Court Rooms. It is of steel 
frame and masonry construction and is faced with the sand stone 
that was. removed from the old Land Titles Building. Finish 
materials throughout are tastefully conservative with dark green 
marble in the public lobby.. The Judge’s Chambers are‘oak panelled 
and are finished in keeping with the dignity of the Bench. 





New Court House, Edmonton. 
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On Jasper Avenue East, demolition of the old building and 
the erection of a new modern office building to accommodate the 
Main Treasury Branch, was completed in August, 1955. This two 
storey building was erected by the lift slab method on steel columns 
with masonry perimeter walls. The building is completely air- 
conditioned, and houses the Main Treasury Branch on the main 
floor. Offices for the Superintendent of Treasury Branches occupy 
the second floor. 


Construction of the Alberta Jubilee Auditorium for the 
Northern part of the Province is proceeding satisfactorily. The 
erection of steel continued throughout the winter months. This 
structure is situated on 87th Avenue facing North in the University 
Area at Edmonton. 


ae 





Alberta Jubilee Auditorium, Edmonton — Steel erection. 
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Directly East of the Legislative Buildings the Highways 
Building is nearing completion. It is an “E’’ shaped building com- 
prising three storeys and a basement, with a total floor area of 
approximately 130,000 square feet, not including the basement. 
This building will eventually provide suitable accommodation for 
the Department of Highways, the Department of Municipal Affairs 
and the offices of the Queen’s Printer. The structural frame, the 
floor slabs and the exterior panels are constructed of pre-cast 
concrete. The building is fully air-conditioned employing surplus 
exhaust steam from the Power Plant located on the adjacent 
Legislative Grounds. 
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Highways Building, Edmonton. 
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Work continued on the renovation of the trade shops and 
stores building which is located directly south of the Terrace 
Building. It is expected that this work will be completed in 1956 
at which time the building should provide splendid accommodation 
for the Tin Shop, Supervisors’ offices, Paint Shop and Stores. 








Trade Shops and Stores Building, Edmonton 
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Actual construction began in the Spring of 1955 for the 
School for the Deaf which will provide facilities for educating and 
rehabilitating those children who suffer in varying degrees from 
hearing defects. Such children were formerly educated in centres 
outside this Province. In order to eliminate the necessity of sending 
the younger children out of the Province, part of the structure 
was rushed to completion in October, 1955, and thirty students were 
accommodated in the temporary dormitories. The work continued 
throughout the winter months and it is expected that the building 
will be completed and fully occupied in time for the opening of 
school in October, 1956. The construction consists of masonry 
walls in a_ structural pre-cast concrete frame on concrete 
foundations. 





School for the Deaf, Edmonton. 


— 
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This year a heavy programme of construction was continued 
in the University of Alberta area. Exceptionally rapid progress 
was made on the Poliomyelitis and Pediatrics Wing which is 250 
bed addition to the University of Alberta Hospital. It will provide 
medical treatment and rehabilitation for persons suffering from 
poliomyelitis and is one of the most modern on the North American 
continent. The building, measuring 190 feet by 180 feet, is in the 
form of an “’H” and has six complete floors. The structural system 
is a steel frame. Poured concrete floors are used throughout. 
Exterior walls are hollow tile with a brick face to match the existing 
building. The roof has been designed as a patients’ sun deck. The 
building consists of four floors for patients, one administrative floor 
and one floor for physio-therapy. Four elevators service the building 
with two elevators qoing to the roof deck. 





Py wi 


The Poliomyelitis and Pediatrics Wing 
University of Alberta Hospital Edmonton 
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The expansion of patient population with the attendant 
increase in nursing staff at the University of Alberta Hospital has 
made it necessary to construct an addition to the existing Nurses’ 
Residence. The addition is in the form of two wings, one being a 
four storey building, the other a one and two storey combination. 
These will provide additional dormitory facilities as well as lecture 
theatre and gymnasium space. The new construction is in harmony 
with the existing one, consisting of steel and masonry construction. 
In order to construct this addition as rapidly as possible work was 
commenced prior to freeze up in 1955 and is continuing at a rapid 
pace. 





Addition to Nurses’ Residence, University of Alberta Hospital. 
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The new Alberta Research Council Building was completed 
and occupied this year. This three storey building with basement 
and pilot plant ranks with the most modern and functional buildings 
of its type on the North American continent. This building was 
designed for special research problems necessitated by the growing 
technical advance of the Province of Alberta, and yet it is flexible 
enough to be used for problems which may come up in the future 
The construction is of steel and concrete and has an architectural 
finish to blend with existing buildings in the area. The north 
facade, striking with its vertical column effect and large window 
areas, is a splendid addition to the architectural standards of the 
Province. The well lighted interior is divided into a series of offices 
and laboratories, each with complete services, fume cabinet and 
ventilation facilities. The pilot plant has removable floors and can 
be readily altered for a free height for the entire building. Storage 
facilities are also provided, such as underground coal bins and 
submerged gasoline tanks. 


The corner stone for this building was laid Dye Nts 9) yee 
Robinson, the widow of the late Hon. Dr. John Lyle Robinson. It 
was during his tenure of office as Minister of Industries and Labour 
and Chairman of the Research Council, that plans were formulated 
for the erection of the Research Council Building. 


“ 
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Alberta Research Council Building, Edmonton — Mural in lobby. 
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Also at the University of Alberta at the rear of the Agri- 
cultural Building the new Headhouse together with the Palm House 
and an experimental Greenhouse, was completed and has been in 
use during the academic session of 1955-56. The erection of two 
more Greenhouses 165 feet by 30 feet each, has been started to 
complete the project. 





One of the New Greenhouses, University of Alberta, Edmonton 
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FAIRVIEW: 


An addition to the Farm Mechanics Building, a brooder house 
and additional fences and corrals were built at the School of 
Agriculture to extend its present facilities. 


FORT SASKATCHEWAN: 


The construction programme this year at this gaol consisted 
of a Greenhouse, a machine shed, and the completion of the three 
staff houses that were started last year. 


The problem of obtaining an additional adequate pure water 
supply is under active consideration. 


GRANDE PRAIRIE: 


Construction started during November 1955 on a Court 
House, to house necessary Court rooms and administration offices. 


KEITH: 


In addition to the normal maintenance of the Baker Memorial 
Sanatorium, a tennis court, a farm storage building and one staff 
dwelling were completed. 


LAC LA BICHE: 


The new Provincial Building was opened and occupied during 
this fiscal year. This building which is of modern brick and masonry 
construction, houses the Liquor Store, the Treasury Branch, and 
offices of the Departments of Agriculture, Lands and Forests and 
Municipal Affairs. 
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OLIVER: 


Construction was completed in the Fall of 1955 of a new 
major addition to the Oliver Mental Institute. This new building 
is known as the Oliver Admission Building. The building consists 
of two upper floors and a full basement and provides accommoda- 
tion for one hundred patients. Each floor has an occupational 
therapy area. 


The basement level is used for therapy and training. There 
are two large classrooms, billiards room, library and reading rooms, 
physio-therapy rooms and a dental suite. An assembly room is also 
provided, which can be used for motion pictures and other forms of 
patient recreation. 


The building itself is 336 feet long and approximately 55 feet 
wide. It is a steel frame structure and is faced on the exterior with 
a red coloured brick veneer. The main entrance consists of a full! 
height glass wall with towering concrete fins to feature the 
entrance and to avoid the institutional appearance of a building 
of this extreme length. Finishing materials throughout have beer. 
selected for ease of maintenance and durability. Colours are gay 
and bright to create an atmosphere of cheerfulness for the patients. 
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Admission Building — Lobby Oliver Mental Institute. 
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PEACE RIVER: 


Construction started during November 1955 ona Court House, 
to house necessary Court rooms and necessary administration 
offices. 


PONOKA: 


This year saw the completion of the renovation of Ward No. 4 
which allowed the Department of Health to house and treat its 
patients under more modern facilities and in a more efficient 
manner. In keeping with the modernization policy the entire fire 
alarm system at this Institution was renovated. 


RED DEER: 


Provincial Training School 


Wards Nos. 4 and 9 at the Provincial Training School were 
modernized and renovated. 


Deerhome Institution 


At this new Institution for Adult Mental Defectives work is 
continuing at a rapid pace. A 75 bed ward is almost complete, 
whilst a second ward has been started. Boilers and auxiliary 
equipment installations have been made in the heating plant. The 
water tower and fire fighting services have also been installed. 


REDWATER: 


The Department of Public Works co-operated with the Depart- 
ment of Public Health and the City of Edmonton Sanitation 
Department in an attempt to aerate the North Saskatchewan River 
during the winter months, in order to prevent down stream polution. 
This was done during the early months of 1956. This Department 
was responsible for the design and erection of the air pressurizing 
system for this project. 


VERMILION: 


The School of Agriculture saw the erection of an incinerator, 
granary, poultry house and the continuation of the curbing and 
roadway programme during this fiscal year. 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


Five Weighing Stations have been completed for the Highway 
Inspectors’ Branch at the following locations: 


St. Albert, Clover Bar, Salisbury Corner, Nisku and Medicine 
Hat. 


Each consists of a small frame building adjacent to a 50 ton 
capacity weighing platform. Easy access and egress has been 
provided from the highway. 


32 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 





BUILDINGS AND MAINTENANCE BRANCH 
Expenditure for 1955-56 


INCOME EXPENDITURE: 


Appropriation 708 — $ 268.140.01 
Appropriation 709 — $ 2,466,000.54 
Appropriation 710 — $ 593,371.01 


CAPITAL EXPENDITURE: 


Appropriation 756 — $ 
Appropriation 759 — $ 


1,087,044.43 
13,537,745.06 


MECHANICAL BRANCH 


Report for fiscal year ended March 31st, 1956. 


This report deals generally with the operation and mainten- 
ance of the eight Government High Pressure Boiler and Power 
Plants and the supply and maintenance of utility services at these 
larger Provincial Institutions. 


Again the attached statistics show an increase over the 
previous year’s operations. This is a reflection of the continued 
growth of those Institutions serviced by this Branch of the 
Department. 


Parliament Buildings, Edmonton. 


Installation of the new 30,000 Ib/hr steam boiler and 
auxiliaries has now been completed and all are in service. The 
work in connection with the addition to the switchboard should be 
completed before the coming winter operating season. 


Provincial Institute of Technology and Art, Calgary. 


The new 30,000 Ib/hr steam boiler for this plant has been 
purchased and preparation of site for installation is progressing. 
Delivery and erection is scheduled for early forthcoming summer. 
All auxiliary equipment is now being purchased and most of it will 
be installed prior to next winter’s heating season. 


Provincial Mental Hospital, Ponoka. 


The boiler make-up water softening equipment installation 
put in operation last year has been finally completed. Renewal of 
the main vacuum lines, connections to main steam line, replace- 
ment of utility lines in bakeshop, etc., has been completed. Renova- 
tion work as requested by the Department of Health, both electrical 
and plumbing has been completed and that Department notified 
that such has been attended to. 
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Provincial Gaol, Fort Saskatchewan. 


All major capital work jobs slated for this Institution by this 
Branch have been completed, and our staff is now carrying on 
their regular operational and maintenance servicing duties. 


Provincial Gaol, Lethbridge. 


The 100 KVA Belliss & Morcom engine and generating unit 
provided for in the 1955/56 Estimates and another used Belliss 
& Morcom 156 KVA engine and generating unit, provided for 
under Order in Council 1454/55, Special Warrant 40 1955/56 are 
on the site awaiting completion by the Buildings Branch of the 
new addition to the Power Plant. This will be ready soon and 
installation started on the first engine early this coming summer. 


New tower service and other pumping units and equipment 
is on site for installation following completion of building addition. 
Pipe lines for the change over from lake water to city water 
throughout the Institution have been completed. 


Provincial Mental Institute, Oliver. 


All refractory and other material purchases are on site for 
the repair and partial rebuilding of the brick battery setting and 
steel work of Nos. 1 and 2 boilers at this plant. The project is 
scheduled for early summer start and will be completed and the 
boilers ready for service prior to the 1956/57 winter heating 
season. 


Baker Memorial Sanatorium, Calgary. 


Installation of the 210 KVA Belliss & Morcom engine- 
generator set received at the plant in March 1955 has now been 
completed and the unit will shortly go into service connected to 
the new switchboard being installed by the Buildings Branch. 


Installation of the 350 h.p. boiler previously purchased and 
on the site, is delayed awaiting the construction of building addition 
to the boiler room. As soon as this accommodation is provided 
installation of the boiler will be proceeded with. 


The required new vacuum and tower service pumps for this 
plant have been purchased and installed and both are now in 
service. 


Provincial Training School, Red Deer. 


All work in connection with the building addition to the power 
plant is completed and the 31214 KVA Belliss & Morcom engine- 
generator unit previously purchased has now been installed and is 
in service. 
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